St Daigh’s N S

Homework Policy
Introduction
At St Daigh’s National School, we believe that homework is a valuable extension of school
learning.
It reinforces the skills and concepts taught in class, encourages independent study, and helps
students develop good planning and organisational habits. Homework also provides parents
and guardians with the opportunity to engage with their child’s learning journey.
We recognise that homework should support student learning without causing undue stress,
and we are committed to ensuring that it is balanced, meaningful, and contributes positively
to the overall development of each pupil.

Purpose of Homework

The primary purposes of homework at St Daigh's N.S. are:

To consolidate and reinforce learning from the classroom.

To develop independent study habits and responsibility.

To provide practice in key skills, including reading, writing, and problem-solving.
To engage parents/guardians in their child’s educational progress.

To promote a positive attitude toward lifelong learning.

Homework Guidelines

Frequency:

Homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday.

No homework is given on Fridays, provided that pupils have engaged well in their work

throughout the week.
Homework may be both oral and written, with a balance between different types of tasks,

including reading, written exercises, and practical or creative work.

Time Guidelines: We acknowledge that pupils develop at different rates, and therefore, the

time spent on homework may vary.
However, as a general guideline, we recommend the following time allocations:

e Junior & Senior Infants: 10-15 minutes
e 1Ist & 2nd Class: 20-30 minutes
e 3rd & 4th Class: 30-40 minutes

e 5th & 6th Class: 45 minutes to 1 hour
If a child consistently exceeds these timeframes, parents/guardians should contact the class

teacher to discuss the issue.

Reading:

Senior classes are expected to read both English and Irish every night, even if this is not
written in their homework journal.

In junior classes, parents/guardians are encouraged to listen to their child reading aloud and
ask questions to check their comprehension.

Reading is a crucial skill that requires regular practice.



Digital Integration and Communication

Homework will be written on the interactive whiteboard or dictated in senior classes.
Teachers may also provide pre-printed homework lists outlining tasks for the week or
fortnight.

In the event of a forgotten book or materials, pupils may contact classmates to electronically
share the required materials (e.g., via screenshots).

Supporting Well-being

While we value the role of homework in reinforcing learning, we are mindful of its potential
impact on pupils' well-being.

Homework should not cause excessive stress or anxiety.

If a pupil regularly struggles with their homework, the teacher and parents/guardians should
work together to find solutions that reduce pressure while still supporting learning.

We encourage parents/guardians to observe how their child is coping with homework and to
inform the class teacher if there are any concerns.

Flexibility and understanding will be extended where appropriate.

Role of Parents/Guardians
Parents/guardians play a vital role in supporting their child’s homework routine.
We ask that parents:

e Provide a quiet, distraction-free environment for homework.

e Ensure that homework is done at a consistent time each day, creating a routine that
suits the child and family.

e Review and sign their child’s homework journal when tasks are completed. Please
refrain from signing off on untidy or incomplete work, as this undermines the purpose
of homework.

e Communicate any difficulties with the class teacher, particularly if homework is
consistently taking longer than expected.

If a pupil is unable to complete their homework, we ask that parents/guardians provide a note
in the homework journal explaining the reason.

If homework is consistently left unfinished, the class teacher and parents/guardians will work
together, with the support of the Principal, to address and resolve any ongoing difficulties.

Assessment of Homework

Homework is regularly monitored, but not all assignments will receive detailed corrections.
Teachers will conduct spot checks, provide feedback, and assess overall trends in pupils’
understanding and progress.

Mistakes in creative writing or other assignments may not always be corrected in full, as the
teacher’s feedback may focus on specific learning objectives, such as content, sentence
structure, or creativity.

Homework for Absent Pupils

If a pupil is absent due to illness or other reasons, parents/guardians can request homework.
Teachers appreciate notice in these cases so that appropriate materials can be prepared.

For pupils who miss extended periods due to serious illness, the class teacher and Principal
will collaborate to ensure continuity of learning in a manner that is sensitive to the child’s
needs.



Use of Digital Tools

Where feasible, the use of digital tools for homework may be encouraged, particularly for
older pupils.

This could involve completing tasks using educational apps, online research, or submitting

assignments via digital platforms.
These tools are intended to complement traditional homework and equip pupils with valuable

digital literacy skills for the future.

Summer Homework
Homework during the summer term will be at the discretion of the class teacher, with a focus

on reinforcing core skills and preparing for the upcoming school year.

Monitoring and Review
The school staff, under the direction of the Principal, will implement and monitor this policy.
Teachers will communicate regularly with each other to ensure homework loads are

manageable and consistent across classes.
This policy will be reviewed every two years as part of a whole-school collaborative process

to ensure it remains relevant and in line with best practices.
Implementation
This policy has been reviewed and is effective as of 24™ October 2024

Review Timetable

This policy will be reviewed in two years’ time or earlier, if necessary, as part of a
collaborative process involving the entire school community.

Ratification & Communication

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on: 24% October 2024
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Date of next review: October 2026 or earlier if required.



