St. Daigh’s N.S.
Policy on Smart Devices &
Voluntary Smartphone/Device-Free Agreement

Effective from: 7 March 2025

Use of Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices, Including Smartwatches

This policy outlines the appropriate use of mobile phones and electronic devices in our school.

Rationale

The possession and use of mobile phones by school pupils is now extensive, even in the primary
school sector. Our primary objective of teaching and learning needs to be conducted in an
environment free from unnecessary distractions or disruptions. Therefore, the school strongly
discourages the bringing of mobile phones to school by students. The school is prepared to allow
mobile phones on the premises but only within the parameters of the policy as stated below.

Use of mobile phones (particularly with the advent of increasingly sophisticated equipment and
camera phones) presents a number of challenges, including:

o Mobile phones can be valuable items and might render a pupil vulnerable to theft.

e Mobile phones (and their cost and level of sophistication—or otherwise) can make pupils
objects of envy or disparagement, which could have implications for discipline and
potential bullying.

o Even when silent, the use of mobile phones for texting purposes could undermine
classroom discipline.

¢ The use of smartphones and devices with cameras, recording, and internet capabilities
presents child protection and data protection risks, including inappropriate capture, use,
or distribution of images and voice recordings.

o Many of the above issues also pertain to smartwatches, iPods, iPads, tablets, gaming
devices (PSPs, Nintendo Switch, etc.), as they can be intrusive, distracting, and anti-social in
a school environment.

Aims

e To inform all members of our school community about the appropriate use of mobile
phones and smart devices at our school.

e To outline the procedures and disciplinary actions that will apply when this policy is
breached.

The Board of Management acknowledges that some parents/guardians may want their child to
have a phone for safety reasons, but it is the school’s policy to prohibit unauthorised use of
mobile phones or smart devices on school premises, during school hours, and on off-site school
activities (e.g., school swimming, trips, sports events).



Guidelines for Pupils

The school strongly discourages (and asks parents/guardians to discourage) students from
bringing mobile phones or smart devices to school.
Where a pupil must bring a mobile phone to school, the following applies:
o A written request from the parent/guardian must be submitted to the
Principal/Deputy Principal.
o The phone must be switched off and handed up to the class teacher, Principal, or
Deputy Principal at the start of the school day.
o The phone will be securely stored and returned at the end of the day.
o Smartwatches with internet access, cameras, or recording features are subject to
the same rules as mobile phones and must also be handed up.
Any pupil who has a phone or smartwatch without parental permission or does not hand
it up will have the device confiscated until a parent/guardian collects it.
The use of social media, electronic games, and personal music devices is not permitted
during the school day, including before class, during breaks, and at dismissal.
If a pupil is found using a mobile phone or electronic device for any purpose, it will be
confiscated and returned only to the parent/guardian.
The school is not liable for the replacement of lost, stolen, or damaged devices.

Serious Breaches of the Policy

Taking photographs, videos, or recordings of pupils or staff without consent is a serious
offence and will be dealt with under the school’s Code of Behaviour.

Sharing inappropriate messages via Bluetooth, social media, or text will result in
disciplinary action.

If a device contains images or recordings of other pupils or staff, the phone will not be
returned to the pupil until the content has been deleted in the presence of a teacher.

School Trips & Outings

Pupils are not permitted to bring mobile phones on school trips or tours, except at the
discretion of the class teacher.
The school office number will be available to parents/guardians if they need to contact the

teacher during a trip.
Cameras are discouraged on school trips to ensure compliance with child protection and

privacy policies.

Voluntary Smartphone-Free Agreement

In February 2025, St. Daigh’s provided an opportunity for parents/guardians to enter into a
Voluntary Smartphone/Smart Device-Free Agreement.

This agreement asks parents/guardians not to buy their child a smartphone or allow
them to use social media until they leave primary school.

Participation is entirely voluntary. It is the parent’s/guardian’s decision to opt in or out,
and this choice will be fully respected by St. Daigh’s.

We acknowledge that some pupils in senior classes already own smartphenes and that
some medical conditions require the use of a smartphone for health monitoring
purposes.

Parents/guardians can opt in or opt out at any time via the Permissions tab on the Aladdin

App.
This agreement is designed to support parents/guardians but will not be enforced by the

school. The school has no authority to regulate smartphone use outside of school hours.
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Guidelines for Staff

e Staff should avoid using personal mobile phones in the presence of pupils, except in cases of

emergency.
e If staff must contact parents/guardians, it is recommended that they use the school landline to

avoid potential misuse of personal numbers.
e Any student device handed up must be securely stored and returned at the end of the school

day.
Alignment with National Policies
This policy aligns with national Department of Education policies, including:

o The Wellbeing Policy Statement and Framework for Practice (2018) — promoting student
mental health and digital wellbeing.

e The Anti-Bullying Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools (2013) — which
highlights cyberbullying concerns.

e Bi Cinéalta (2024)

e The Children First Act (2015) & DES Child Protection Procedures (2023) — ensuring child
safeguarding in digital contexts.

Implementation
This policy has been reviewed and is effective from 7™ March 2025

Review Timetable

o The policy will be reviewed in two years as part of a whole-school collaborative process.
e Any amendments will be communicated to all members of the school community.

Ratification & Communication

This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on 7% March 2025
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